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CULTUREȱHEREȱANDȱNOW
Fiveȱessays

Summaryȱ

TheȱbookȱcomprisesȱęveȱessaysȱwriĴenȱbetweenȱ2007ȱandȱ
2020ȱ andȱ performingȱ criticalȱ analysesȱ ofȱ Lithuanianȱ cul-
turalȱ andȱ socialȱ phenomena.ȱ Inȱ theseȱ essays,ȱ theȱ authorȱ
appliesȱ andȱ elaboratesȱ theȱ principlesȱ ofȱ theȱ hermeneuticȱ
philosophyȱofȱcultureȱheȱworksȱonȱatȱlarge.ȱAllȱessaysȱhaveȱ
beenȱrevisedȱandȱupdated.

Theȱessayȱ“TheȱVirtueȱofȱWisdom.ȱInȱprincipleȱandȱinȱ
fact”ȱdrawsȱonȱ theȱCatholicȱnotionȱofȱcardinalȱvirtueȱandȱ
wisdomȱ(prudentia)ȱtoȱexamineȱaȱrangeȱofȱphenomenaȱofȱ
publicȱconsciousness,ȱplacingȱthemȱonȱtheȱaxesȱofȱprincipleȱ
/ȱreality,ȱprincipleȱ/ȱpragmatism,ȱpragmatismȱ/ȱutopia,ȱuto-
piaȱ/ȱcynicism,ȱandȱutopiaȱ/ȱscepticism.

Theȱessayȱ“���Š�Šȱ�Š¡��Š”ȱexaminesȱ theȱworkȱofȱ theȱ
mediaȱasȱtheȱmetaphysicalȱmachineȱwhichȱproducesȱsocialȱ
knowledgeȱ andȱ intervenesȱ intoȱ theȱ everydayȱ experience,ȱ
transformingȱit.ȱTheȱanalysisȱdrawsȱaĴentionȱtoȱtheȱspeȱcięcȱ
traitsȱ thatȱ theȱ crisisȱ ofȱ representation,ȱ observableȱ onȱ theȱ
world-wideȱscale,ȱacquiresȱinȱLithuania.ȱItȱalsoȱshowsȱwhatȱ
structureȱofȱ contemporaryȱ socioculturalȱ spaceȱ theȱmediaȱ
revealsȱandȱhowȱthisȱrearrangesȱ(ęrstȱofȱall,ȱhorizontalises)ȱ
allȱculturalȱcodes.
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Theȱ sameȱ approachȱ isȱ takenȱ inȱ theȱ essayȱ “Aȱ Barelyȱ
LiterateȱCulture:ȱAȱSocioculturalȱStudy”ȱtoȱexamineȱbookȱ
publishingȱinȱtheȱhumanitiesȱandȱsocialȱsciences,ȱshowingȱ
theȱdysfunctionȱofȱ interactionsȱbetweenȱ theȱmajorȱagentsȱ
ofȱtheȱęeldȱ(theȱauthorȱorȱtranslator,ȱtheȱpublisher,ȱandȱtheȱ
readerȱandȱbuyer)ȱandȱlookingȱintoȱtheȱcausesȱofȱthisȱdys-
functionȱandȱitsȱconsequences.

Theȱessayȱ“WhatȱisȱtheȱPartyȱinȱLithuania?ȱNotesȱofȱaȱ
dileĴante”ȱanalysesȱtheȱeideticȱgenesisȱofȱpoliticalȱpartiesȱ
inȱtheȱpost-SovietȱLithuania,ȱtheȱspecięcityȱofȱtheirȱembod-
iment,ȱ theirȱ currentȱ state,ȱ andȱ theȱ perspectivesȱ forȱ theirȱ
furtherȱ development.ȱ Theȱ analysisȱ looksȱ intoȱ theȱ hybridȱ
andȱsymbioticȱcharacterȱofȱtheȱLithuanianȱdemocracyȱandȱ
itsȱessentialȱdeformations.

Inȱtheȱbackgroundȱofȱtheȱauthor’sȱdescriptionsȱofȱtheseȱ
phenomenaȱofȱcontemporaryȱLithuanianȱcultureȱyetȱwith-
outȱ takingȱ themȱfurther,ȱ theȱ essayȱ “TheȱMaĴerȱofȱTaste”ȱ
projectsȱaȱkindȱofȱanȱ“aestheticȱutopia”ȱwhichȱenvisionsȱtheȱ
crystallisationȱofȱtheȱessentialȱimponderabilitiesȱ–ȱtasteȱandȱ
wisdomȱ–ȱforȱtheȱfutureȱofȱsocietyȱandȱculture.


