CULTUREMHEREANDINOW

Fivelessays

Summarys

TheibookicomprisesieveiessaysiwriJenibetweeni20076andi
20200 ando performing criticalo analysesi ofo Lithuaniand cul-
turalo ando sociald phenomena.i Ino theset essays,i thet authord
appliest andi elaboratesi thed principlesiofi thed hermeneutics
philosophyioficultureiheiworksioniatilarge.iAlliessaysihaves
beenirevisediandiupdated.

Theitessayi“TheiVirtueiofiWisdom.ilniprincipleiandiing
fact”odrawsionitheiCatholiconotionioficardinalovirtueiando
wisdomi(prudentia)itoiexaminejairangeiofiphenomenajofi
publiciconsciousness,iplacingithemionithetaxesiofiprinciples
fireality oprincipled/ipragmatism,ipragmatismo/iutopia,iuto-
piat/icynicism,bandiutopiad/iscepticism.

Theiessayi“Cloaca maxima”iexaminesitheiworkiofithes
mediadasitheimetaphysicalimachineiwhichiproducesisocial
knowledgeiandi intervenesi intod thei everydayiexperience,
transformingiit.iThefanalysisidrawsiaJentionitoitheispetiec
traitso thato thed crisiso ofo representation,i observablei ond thes
world-widetscale,facquiresiiniLithuania.iltialsoishowsiwhati
structured ofo contemporaryi socioculturalispacei theimediad
revealstandishowithisirearrangesi(erstiofiall,dhorizontalises)o
alliculturalicodes.
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CULTURE HERE AND NOW

Thei samed approachi isi takend in thei essayt “Ad Barelys
LiterateiCulture:0AiSocioculturaliStudy”itosexaminetbooks
publishingiinithecthumanitiesiandisocialisciences,ishowings
theidysfunctioniofiinteractionsibetweenithei majoriagentss
ofithedeeldi(thetauthorioritranslator,itheipublisher tandithes
readeriandibuyer)iandilookingiintoitheicausesiofithisidys-
functionjandiitsiconsequences.

Thedessayi“WhatiisitheiPartyiiniLithuania?iNotesiofias
dileJante”ianalysesitheieideticigenesisiofipoliticalipartiess
inithedpost-SovietiLithuania,itheispeciecityiofitheiriembod-
iment,i theirdcurrents state,0 andd thet perspectivesi fori theiro
furthero development.o Thed analysisi lookst intod thed hybrido
andisymbioticicharacteriofitheiLithuanianidemocracyiands
itsiessentialideformations.

Inithetbackgroundiofitheiauthor’sidescriptionsiofitheses
phenomenaijoficontemporaryiLithuanianiculturetyetiwith-
outi takingithemdfurther,ithei essayi “Thei MaJeriofi Taste0
projectsoatkindiofiani“aestheticiutopiaiwhichienvisionsithes
crystallisationiofithetessentialiimponderabilitiesi-itasteiands
wisdomi-iforithedfutureiofisocietysandiculture.
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