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SUMMARY

Toȱorientȱoneselfȱinȱbothȱtheȱphysicalȱandȱsocialȱworld,ȱweȱneedȱcertainȱ
referenceȱpoints,ȱguidelinesȱthatȱhelpȱusȱtoȱpositionȱoneselfȱandȱourȱ
movementsȱinȱrelationȱtoȱtheȱsurroundingȱenvironmentȱ–ȱwithoutȱsuchȱ
guidelinesȱourȱsurvivalȱwouldȱsimplyȱbeȱimpossible.ȱForȱinstance,ȱitȱisȱ
provedȱexperimentallyȱthatȱhumanȱbeingȱcannotȱbearȱtheȱabsoluteȱsilenceȱ
evenȱforȱanȱhourȱsinceȱtheȱeliminationȱofȱsensorialȱlandmarksȱmakesȱ
ȱbalancingȱandȱmaneuveringȱextremelyȱdiĜcult,ȱwhichȱcausesȱhugeȱstressȱ
forȱhumanȱbodyȱleadingȱevenȱtoȱhallucinationsȱandȱpanicȱaĴacks.ȱWhileȱ
itȱisȱnotȱknownȱexactlyȱwhyȱsoundȱisȱsoȱimportantȱforȱself-localization,ȱ
whatȱprocessesȱoccurȱinȱtheȱhumanȱbodyȱwhenȱthisȱlandmarkȱisȱlost,ȱitȱ
isȱnotȱinȱdoubtȱthatȱitȱisȱveryȱsignięcant.ȱSimilarly,ȱinȱcompleteȱdarkness,ȱ
withȱnoȱreferenceȱpointsȱtoȱhelpȱdetermineȱtheirȱenvironmentalȱposition,ȱ
peopleȱloseȱtheirȱsenseȱofȱtheȱtrajectoryȱofȱmovementȱ–ȱthinkingȱthatȱtheyȱ
areȱȱgoingȱstraight,ȱtheyȱareȱactuallyȱmovingȱinȱcircles.ȱȱScientistsȱstillȱdoȱ
notȱhaveȱaȱclearȱanswerȱasȱtoȱwhyȱthisȱisȱhappening,ȱbutȱagreeȱonȱoneȱ
thing:ȱhumanȱorientationȱinȱspaceȱrequiresȱcertainȱreferenceȱpointsȱthatȱ
allowȱthemȱtoȱconstantlyȱ'recalibrate'ȱasȱtheyȱmove.ȱSuppose,ȱinȱanȱopenȱ
oceanȱthatȱhasȱnoȱlandmarksȱperceivableȱbyȱaȱhuman,ȱoneȱusesȱcelestialȱ
bodiesȱasȱhisȱguidesȱbecauseȱwithoutȱthemȱaȱpersonȱrisksȱtoȱlooseȱaȱsenseȱ
ofȱplaceȱandȱnotȱtoȱreachȱtheȱęnalȱdestination.ȱ

Sinceȱhumanȱbeingȱisȱaȱsocialȱanimal,ȱsimilarȱguidelinesȱareȱneed-
edȱtoȱsmoothlyȱmaneuverȱinȱtheȱsocialȱenvironmentȱasȱwell.ȱTheyȱareȱ
relatedȱtoȱsuchȱquestionsȱasȱwhoȱIȱamȱfromȱmyȱownȱperspective,ȱfromȱtheȱ
perspectiveȱofȱthoseȱaroundȱmeȱandȱmyȱcommunityȱmembers,ȱwhatȱisȱ
myȱroleȱinȱtheȱcommunity,ȱandȱsoȱon.ȱAnȱimportantȱpointȱofȱreferenceȱforȱ
person’sȱbeingȱandȱactingȱinȱtheȱsocialȱworldȱisȱhisȱorȱherȱidentityȱwhichȱ
helpsȱoneȱtoȱassessȱownȱlocationȱwithȱregardȱtoȱotherȱmembersȱofȱone’sȱ
communityȱasȱwellȱasȱtoȱotherȱcommunities,ȱtoȱsetȱoutȱgoals,ȱtoȱchooseȱ



theȱdirectionȱandȱpaĴernȱofȱaction,ȱetc.ȱEvenȱthoughȱitȱremainsȱunclearȱ
howȱidentityȱaěectsȱhumanȱaĴitudes,ȱdailyȱroutines,ȱandȱfundamentalȱ
lifeȱchoices,ȱitsȱimportanceȱisȱnotȱquestioned.ȱMoreover,ȱtheȱimportanceȱ
ofȱidentityȱasȱtheȱbasisȱforȱperceivingȱoneselfȱandȱsurroundingȱenviron-
mentȱincreasesȱincrediblyȱinȱtheȱcontemporaryȱworldȱofȱrapidȱchange,ȱ
whereȱotherȱpreviouslyȱsignięcantȱreferenceȱpointsȱloseȱtheirȱimportanceȱ
orȱdisappearȱaltogether.

Recentlyȱthereȱhasȱbeenȱmuchȱdebateȱaboutȱwhetherȱtheȱinternet,ȱinȱ
creatingȱnewȱformsȱofȱcommunicationȱandȱculture,ȱbecomesȱaȱpowerfulȱ
toolȱinȱtheȱformationȱofȱindividualȱidentity.ȱTheȱinternetȱisȱimportantȱnotȱ
onlyȱasȱaȱnewȱchannelȱofȱsocializationȱthatȱallowsȱpeopleȱtoȱcommuni-
cateȱthoseȱwhoȱotherwiseȱwouldȱbeȱunreachableȱ(whileȱatȱtheȱsameȱtimeȱ
wideningȱtheȱexperienceȱofȱsocialȱvariety),ȱbutȱalsoȱasȱanȱexcellentȱnewȱ
spaceȱforȱinteraction,ȱwhereȱformedȱidentityȱisȱsupportedȱandȱre-created.ȱ
Itȱseemsȱthatȱelectronicȱcommunicationȱcreatesȱaȱnewȱdimensionȱofȱper-
sonalȱidentity.ȱItȱisȱthisȱthatȱencouragedȱaȱnewȱwaveȱofȱidentityȱanalysisȱ
inȱsociologicalȱresearchȱinȱtheȱlateȱŬŪthȱcentury.ȱOneȱcanȱconędentlyȱsayȱ
thatȱweȱliveȱinȱtheȱsocietyȱundergoingȱsubstantialȱculturalȱchangesȱinȱ
whichȱcomputerȱtechnologyȱhasȱbecomeȱpartȱofȱeverydayȱlife,ȱbutȱthereȱ
isȱstillȱlackȱofȱstandards,ȱnormsȱandȱrulesȱofȱhowȱtoȱuseȱthem.ȱInȱotherȱ
words,ȱtheȱcultureȱofȱinterpersonalȱcommunicationȱinȱtheȱnewȱplatformsȱ
stillȱisȱatȱitsȱembryonicȱstage.ȱTheȱpresentȱstudyȱraisesȱquestionsȱwhatȱ
isȱinterpersonalȱcommunication,ȱwhenȱitȱisȱaccomplishedȱthroughȱtheȱ
digitalȱmassȱmedia?ȱHowȱdoesȱitȱaěectȱtheȱself-awarenessȱandȱself-pres-
entationȱofȱcommunicationȱparticipants?ȱAndȱareȱtheȱusersȱofȱmodernȱ
communicationȱtechnologyȱsuĜcientlyȱawareȱofȱtheȱcommunicationȱ
featuresȱwhenȱcomparedȱtoȱtheȱtraditionalȱinterpersonalȱcommunication?

Aȱmuch-debatedȱquestionȱinȱsociologicalȱandȱpsychologicalȱliteratureȱ
isȱwhetherȱtheȱexperienceȱofȱvirtualȱcommunicationȱcreatesȱaȱnewȱqualityȱ
inȱtheȱprocessȱofȱidentityȱformationȱandȱwhetherȱvirtualȱgroupsȱandȱcom-
munitiesȱcanȱbecomeȱaȱsourceȱofȱidentityȱforȱitsȱmembers.ȱTheseȱdiscus-
sionsȱemphasizeȱtheȱimportanceȱofȱindividualȱchoice.ȱAsȱisȱobserved,ȱtheȱ
Internet,ȱunlikeȱearlierȱmodesȱofȱcommunication,ȱdoesȱnotȱprovideȱpeopleȱ
withȱaȱclearȱpath,ȱbutȱinsteadȱrequiresȱaȱcertainȱdimensionȱofȱperson-
alȱchoiceȱandȱcreativity.ȱTherefore,ȱtheȱInternetȱisȱopenȱtoȱtheȱconstantȱ
restructuringȱofȱinformationȱandȱnewȱsymbolicȱimplications.ȱAtȱtheȱsameȱ
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time,ȱitȱprovidesȱusersȱwithȱtheȱabilityȱtoȱappearȱandȱdisappearȱinȱȱaȱnum-
berȱofȱspaces,ȱtimes,ȱsocialȱroles,ȱcharacters,ȱetc.ȱThereinȱliesȱtheȱissueȱ–ȱ
howȱdoesȱoneȱmanageȱnotȱtoȱloseȱoneselfȱinȱthisȱabundanceȱofȱchoices?ȱ

Althoughȱtheȱconceptȱofȱpersonalȱidentityȱisȱconsideredȱasȱoneȱofȱtheȱ
mostȱsignięcantȱ'discoveries'ȱinȱsocialȱsciences,ȱitȱhasȱneverȱbeenȱclearlyȱ
deęned.ȱCommonly,ȱidentityȱisȱassociatedȱwithȱcertainȱself-concept,ȱorȱ
self-understanding.ȱHowever,ȱidentityȱcreationȱneverȱhappensȱinȱsocialȱ
isolation.ȱRather,ȱthisȱprocessȱisȱmulti-layered:ȱidentityȱestablishesȱasȱ
self-understandingȱwhichȱdevelopsȱinȱhumanȱinteractionsȱtakingȱplaceȱ
inȱtheȱcontextȱofȱcertainȱsocialȱstructuresȱandȱculturalȱnorms.ȱDuringȱtheȱ
lastȱcentury’sȱgradualȱliberalizationȱofȱsocialȱstructures,ȱaȱpersonȱacquiresȱ
moreȱandȱmoreȱopportunitiesȱtoȱescapeȱfromȱtheirȱclutchesȱandȱtoȱdecideȱ
uponȱownȱfate;ȱconsequently,ȱtheȱcomponentȱofȱcommunalȱrelationsȱofȱ
theȱidentityȱconceptȱlossesȱinȱimport,ȱmeanwhileȱtheȱfocusȱonȱindividualȱ
self-determinationȱisȱstrengthening.ȱThus,ȱpersonalȱidentityȱisȱincreasing-
lyȱperceivedȱnotȱasȱpredeęnedȱbyȱgivenȱsocialȱstructure,ȱandȱinȱthisȱsenseȱ
almostȱinborn,ȱbutȱasȱemergingȱduringȱtheȱprocessȱofȱpersonalityȱmatura-
tionȱthroughȱimportantȱpersonalȱchoices.

Inȱtheȱsocietyȱofȱrapidȱchanges,ȱglobalizationȱandȱnetworkingȱtra-
ditionalȱsignsȱforȱidentityȱdevelopmentȱgraduallyȱdisappear.ȱMoreover,ȱ
networkedȱcommunicationȱcreatesȱnewȱtypesȱofȱcommunicationȱspaces,ȱ
whereȱpeopleȱcanȱnewlyȱcreateȱandȱstrengthenȱtheirȱexistingȱidentitiesȱ
throughȱinterpersonalȱinteraction.ȱTheȱpresentȱstudyȱaddressesȱtheȱ
questionȱwhatȱisȱtheȱimpactȱofȱfundamentallyȱchangingȱwaysȱofȱcommu-
nication,ȱitsȱdepth,ȱcontent,ȱscopeȱandȱmeansȱonȱpersonalȱself-awareness.ȱ
Participationȱinȱvirtualȱgroupsȱbecomesȱincreasinglyȱwidespreadȱamongȱ
modernȱpublicsȱworldwideȱandȱoftenȱtakenȱforȱgranted,ȱwhichȱleavesȱitsȱ
imprintȱinȱvariousȱspheresȱofȱhumanȱlife:ȱstartingȱfromȱprivateȱandȱmostȱ
intimateȱrelationships,ȱleisureȱpursuits,ȱbusinessȱcommunicationȱwithȱ
theȱcustomers,ȱdistantȱeducation,ȱscienceȱandȱtechnologyȱgroups.ȱAtȱtheȱ
sameȱcommunicationȱinȱvirtualȱnetworksȱisȱbecomingȱaȱpowerfulȱtoolȱofȱ
identityȱformationȱandȱbrightlyȱlitȱsceneȱofȱself-presentationȱtoȱothers.ȱ
Presentingȱoneselfȱtoȱothersȱ–ȱthroughȱappearance,ȱclothing,ȱcommunica-
tionȱstyleȱandȱsoȱonȱ–ȱalwaysȱusedȱtoȱbeȱanȱimportantȱelementȱofȱidentityȱ
formationȱandȱmaintenanceȱbutȱmodernȱelectronicȱtechnologiesȱprovideȱ
itȱanȱunprecedentedȱscale.ȱ
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SUMMARY

Itȱseemsȱthatȱtheȱdisseminationȱofȱpersonalȱdataȱisȱtheȱnewȱvalueȱ
inȱcontemporaryȱsociety,ȱasȱpeopleȱonȱsocialȱnetworksȱcomeȱtogetherȱ
exactlyȱtoȱshareȱtheirȱinformationȱwithȱtheȱwidestȱrangeȱofȱpeople.ȱOneȱ
canȱargueȱifȱitȱisȱgoodȱorȱbad;ȱtheȱconsequencesȱ(advantagesȱandȱdisad-
vantages,ȱnormsȱandȱvalues)ȱofȱnowadaysȱfashionableȱcommunicationȱinȱ
socialȱnetworksȱwillȱbecomeȱexplicitȱonlyȱafterȱaȱfewȱdecadesȱwhenȱtheȱ
generationȱofȱit'sȱmostȱardentȱfollowers,ȱcurrentȱteenagers,ȱwillȱmatureȱ
andȱliveȱthroughȱtheirȱlives.ȱHowever,ȱitȱcanȱalreadyȱbeȱstatedȱthatȱthisȱisȱ
notȱjustȱanotherȱalternativeȱmeansȱofȱhumanȱcommunication,ȱasȱitȱisȱquiteȱ
oftenȱbelievedȱwithoutȱdeeperȱthoughtȱaboutȱtheȱmotivesȱthatȱleadȱpeopleȱ
toȱspreadȱtheȱdetailsȱofȱtheirȱlifeȱforȱtens,ȱhundredsȱorȱevenȱthousandsȱofȱ
'friends'ȱwithȱwhomȱtheyȱhaveȱnoȱpossibilityȱtoȱmaintainȱconsistentȱcom-
municationȱinȱrealȱlife.ȱVirtualȱsocialȱnetworksȱareȱaȱfundamentallyȱnewȱ
typeȱofȱcommunicationȱplatform,ȱwhereȱmassȱandȱinterpersonalȱcom-
municationȱbecomeȱintricatelyȱintertwined.ȱOnȱtheȱoneȱhand,ȱcommuni-
cationȱbecomesȱdisconnectedȱfromȱtheȱcontext:ȱtheȱmobilityȱofȱtheȱnewȱ
meansȱofȱcommunicationsȱdeterminesȱthatȱprivateȱconversationsȱcanȱandȱ
doȱtakeȱplaceȱinȱpublicȱspaces.ȱOnȱtheȱotherȱhand,ȱtheyȱenableȱpersonalȱ
interactionsȱamongȱtheȱmembersȱofȱgroupsȱofȱpreviouslyȱunimaginableȱ
size,ȱwhichȱblursȱtheȱlineȱbetweenȱpublicȱandȱprivateȱcommunication.

Asȱaȱresult,ȱtheȱconceptȱofȱidentityȱbecomesȱevenȱmoreȱȱproblemaȱtic.ȱ
Inȱtheȱtraditionalȱconceptionȱofȱidentity,ȱtheȱkeyȱelementȱisȱperson'sȱ
awarenessȱthatȱatȱtheȱsightȱofȱongoingȱsignięcantȱchangesȱinȱone’sȱ
physicalȱandȱsocialȱenvironmentȱperson'sȱidentityȱisȱnotȱdisruptedȱorȱ
terminated;ȱrather,ȱidentityȱisȱevolvingȱasȱitȱisȱanȱintegralȱandȱcontinuousȱ
awarenessȱofȱself.ȱHowever,ȱrecentlyȱtheȱideaȱofȱfragmentedȱorȱdecentral-
izedȱidentityȱemergesȱasȱaȱresponseȱtoȱtheȱrealityȱofȱrapidȱsocialȱchanges.ȱ
Accordingȱtoȱit,ȱaȱperson,ȱwhoȱpreviouslyȱconceivedȱoneselfȱasȱhavingȱaȱ
coherentȱandȱstableȱidentity,ȱbeginsȱtoȱfeelȱdispersedȱamongȱdiěerentȱso-
cialȱrealities,ȱwithȱnotȱoneȱbutȱseveralȱidentitiesȱthatȱsometimesȱareȱhardlyȱ
compatibleȱwithȱeachȱother.ȱItȱisȱarguedȱthatȱself-identięcation,ȱthroughȱ
whichȱaȱpersonȱassociatesȱhimselfȱwithȱaȱcertainȱculturalȱenvironmentȱ
becomesȱincreasinglyȱuncertain,ȱĚexibleȱandȱproblematicȱprocess,ȱandȱ
identityȱbecomesȱaȱvariable,ȱĚexiblyȱadaptingȱtoȱspecięcȱsocialȱsitua-
tions.ȱAȱpostmodernȱpersonȱisȱconceptualizedȱasȱhavingȱnoȱessential,ȱ
ȱcontinuousȱandȱrelativelyȱstableȱidentity:ȱatȱdiěerentȱtimes,ȱinȱdiěerentȱ
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situations,ȱperformingȱdiěerentȱsocialȱrolesȱaȱpersonȱisȱ'wearing'ȱdiěerentȱ
identitiesȱwhichȱareȱnotȱmergedȱintoȱaȱsingleȱidentity.ȱTheseȱdiěerentȱ
andȱsometimesȱconĚictingȱidentitiesȱpullȱaȱpersonȱinȱdiěerentȱdirections,ȱ
whichȱmakesȱtheȱself-identięcationȱprocessȱinconsistent.ȱTheȱbeliefȱentersȱ
intoȱforceȱthatȱaȱunięedȱidentityȱisȱonlyȱanȱillusionȱthatȱstemsȱfromȱtheȱ
desireȱofȱaȱpersonȱtoȱcreateȱaȱreasonableȱandȱappropriateȱself-narrative.

Theȱrecentlyȱheatedȱacademicȱdiscussionsȱoverȱtheȱissueȱofȱpersonalȱ
identity,ȱitsȱessenceȱandȱdevelopmentȱleadȱtoȱoneȱobviousȱconclusion:ȱelec-
tronicȱcommunicationȱenvironmentȱisȱfundamentallyȱchangingȱtheȱaware-
nessȱofȱtheȱcontextȱofȱinterpersonalȱcommunicationȱandȱthereforeȱencouragesȱ
peopleȱtoȱseekȱforȱtheȱnewȱwaysȱofȱmanagingȱself-presentationsȱandȱhan-
dlingȱone’sȱpersonalȱinformation,ȱwhichȱforcesȱsocialȱresearchesȱtoȱlookȱforȱ
newȱconceptualizationsȱofȱidentity,ȱbeĴerȱreĚectingȱtheȱdiversityȱofȱcontem-
poraryȱworld,ȱpeople'sȱmobilityȱ(bothȱgeographicalȱandȱsocial)ȱandȱaspira-
tionȱforȱtheȱfreedomȱofȱpersonalȱchoiceȱformedȱbyȱindividualisticȱculture.

Whenȱspeakingȱofȱpersonalȱidentity,ȱitȱisȱinevitableȱtoȱalsoȱraiseȱ
theȱquestionȱofȱcommunityȱsinceȱindividualȱidentitiesȱareȱęrmlyȱrootedȱ
inȱtheȱcommunalȱidentities.ȱInȱtheȱworldȱofȱadvancedȱcommunicationȱ
technologies,ȱtheȱnatureȱofȱtheȱcommunityȱisȱchanging:ȱqualitativelyȱnewȱ
spacesȱofȱsociabilityȱareȱbeingȱcreated,ȱwhoseȱimportanceȱinȱcommunica-
tion,ȱcreatingȱone’sȱpublicȱimageȱandȱpresentingȱitȱtoȱaȱwideȱaudienceȱisȱ
constantlyȱincreasing.ȱNewȱcommunicationȱtechnologiesȱareȱȱcreatingȱnewȱ
waysȱofȱinterpersonalȱcommunicationȱand,ȱatȱtheȱsameȱtime,ȱaȱnewȱformȱ
ofȱco-existence,ȱtheȱso-calledȱ'virtualȱcommunity',ȱwhereȱtheȱdimensionȱofȱ
territorialȱproximityȱlosesȱitsȱimportanceȱasȱtheȱcommonȱinterests,ȱbeliefs,ȱ
worldviewsȱandȱvaluesȱbecomeȱmoreȱcrucial.ȱProbablyȱnoȱoneȱquestionsȱ
nowadaysȱthatȱvirtualȱspaceȱcanȱbecomeȱanȱalternativeȱ'place'ȱwhereȱ
variousȱformsȱofȱcommunalȱactivitiesȱriseȱandȱareȱsupported.ȱTechnologi-
calȱinnovationȱenablesȱsocialȱrelationshipsȱtoȱbeȱtransferredȱtoȱtheȱvirtualȱ
space,ȱhelpingȱtoȱmaintainȱcloseȱrelationshipsȱwithȱgeographicallyȱdistantȱ
butȱimportantȱpeople,ȱandȱalsoȱforgingȱcompletelyȱnewȱrelationshipsȱthatȱ
wouldȱotherwiseȱnotȱbeȱpossible.ȱButȱthereȱremainȱdoubtsȱasȱtoȱwhetherȱ
thisȱ'networked'ȱcommunalityȱcanȱbeȱgraspedȱandȱconsideredȱbyȱanalogyȱ
withȱtheȱcommunalȱspiritȱinȱtheȱtraditionalȱsense,ȱwhichȱbasesȱitselfȱonȱ
directȱinterpersonalȱrelationshipsȱandȱisȱterritoriallyȱdeęned,ȱwithȱcom-
munityȱmembersȱsharingȱȱaȱcommonȱculturalȱheritage.
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SUMMARY

Thereȱareȱthoseȱwhoȱargueȱthatȱdigitizedȱlocalȱsocialȱnetworksȱcanȱ
properlyȱserveȱforȱtheȱsakeȱofȱmaintainingȱalreadyȱexistingȱcommunityȱ
identities:ȱbyȱenrichingȱdirectȱcontactsȱofȱcommunityȱmembersȱwithȱ
virtualȱcommunicationȱexperience,ȱtheȱcommunityȱfeelsȱmoreȱfocusedȱ
andȱinȱsolidarity.ȱOnȱtheȱotherȱside,ȱthereȱareȱthoseȱwhoȱbelieveȱthatȱ
ephemeralȱvirtualȱcommunicationȱenvironmentȱposesȱsignięcantȱob-
staclesȱtoȱbuildȱandȱmaintainȱtheȱspiritȱofȱconędenceȱandȱmutualȱtrustȱ
amongȱpeople,ȱwhichȱisȱtheȱbasisȱforȱtheȱformationȱofȱanyȱcommunity.ȱItȱ
isȱexactlyȱtheȱlackȱofȱtrustȱwhichȱisȱrecognizedȱasȱtheȱmajorȱreasonȱforȱtheȱ
decreasingȱspiritȱofȱtraditionalȱcommunity.ȱSpecialȱaĴentionȱisȱdrawnȱtoȱ
theȱfactȱthatȱtheȱincreasingȱnumbersȱofȱnarcissisticȱpersonalitiesȱuseȱsocialȱ
networksȱtoȱmaintainȱtheirȱegoȱfed,ȱtoȱexposeȱtheirȱlivesȱandȱnotȱtoȱsustainȱ
theȱcommunalȱspiritȱofȱcooperation,ȱandȱtheseȱpeopleȱareȱthoseȱwhoȱfash-
ionȱtheȱcultureȱofȱonlineȱcommunication.ȱ

SoȱhowȱtheȱsocialȱnetworksȱthatȱareȱseĴingȱupȱinȱcyberspaceȱshouldȱ
beȱtreated:ȱasȱaȱnewȱformȱofȱcommunalȱlife,ȱmoreȱresponsiveȱforȱtheȱ
challengesȱofȱmodernȱworld,ȱorȱratherȱasȱnetworkedȱpublics,ȱasȱcertainȱ
platformȱforȱmasspersonalȱcommunication?ȱOneȱcannotȱdenyȱtheȱfactȱthatȱ
socialȱnetworkingȱplatformsȱareȱusedȱbyȱmanyȱpeopleȱforȱsharingȱrele-
vantȱinformationȱwithȱthoseȱlivingȱinȱtheȱneighborhoodȱorȱforȱmaintain-
ingȱcloseȱrelationshipsȱwithȱfamilyȱmembersȱandȱfriends,ȱwhichȱmeansȱ
thatȱthereȱareȱsomeȱapparentȱexpressionsȱofȱcommunalȱspiritȱinȱtheseȱ
networks.ȱHowever,ȱitȱisȱnecessaryȱtoȱtakeȱintoȱaccountȱtheȱresearchȱdataȱ
thatȱshowȱitȱisȱnotȱtheȱInternetȱthatȱencouragesȱpeopleȱtoȱorganizeȱthem-
selvesȱintoȱcommunitiesȱbutȱtheȱcontrary:ȱpeopleȱactivelyȱinvolvedȱinȱtheȱ
lifeȱofȱtraditionalȱcommunitiesȱandȱhappyȱaboutȱitȱareȱmoreȱinclinedȱtoȱ
useȱtheȱInternetȱforȱcommunicationȱwithȱotherȱmembersȱofȱtheȱcommu-
nities.ȱInȱorderȱforȱaȱvirtualȱcommunityȱtoȱlast,ȱaȱconsistentȱinvolvementȱ
ofȱcommunityȱmembersȱisȱrequired,ȱaȱcertainȱinterestȱandȱmotivationȱthatȱ
springȱofȱvaluesȱȱȱandȱaspirationsȱofȱpeopleȱgatheringȱinȱtheȱvirtualȱspace.ȱ
Withoutȱthem,ȱtheseȱgatheringsȱwillȱbeȱshort-lived,ȱandȱcommunicationȱ–ȱ
superęcial.ȱItȱisȱthereforeȱimportantȱthatȱneitherȱInternetȱusersȱnorȱsocialȱ
observersȱoverestimateȱtheȱpotentialȱofȱcommunityȱinȱcyberspace.

OverȱtheȱpastȱcoupleȱofȱdecadesȱtheȱcontinuousȱgrowthȱofȱInter-
netȱpenetrationȱhasȱalreadyȱreachedȱtheȱmassiveȱlevelȱinȱtermsȱofȱbothȱ
theȱpublicȱandȱtheȱdomesticȱsector,ȱatȱleastȱinȱtheȱWesternȱworld,ȱnewȱ
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channelsȱandȱdisseminationȱofȱinformationȱandȱinterpersonalȱcommu-
nicationȱareȱenteringȱinȱforce.ȱNewȱspacesȱofȱsociabilityȱareȱseĴingȱupȱ
whoseȱsignięcanceȱforȱtheȱmaintenanceȱofȱinterpersonalȱrelations,ȱforȱ
theȱformationȱofȱtheȱpublicȱimageȱofȱtheȱpersonȱandȱforȱtheȱpromotionȱofȱ
self-presentationȱtoȱwideȱpublicsȱisȱgraduallyȱincreasing.ȱWhenȱtry-
ingȱtoȱunderstandȱthisȱsignięcance,ȱaȱclearȱdistinctionȱshouldȱbeȱmadeȱ
betweenȱself-presentationȱinȱanonymousȱandȱnon-anonymousȱInternetȱ
environmentsȱbecauseȱpersonalȱpresenceȱandȱperformanceȱinȱtheseȱ
environmentsȱisȱinĚuencedȱbyȱfundamentallyȱdiěerentȱreasonsȱandȱdif-
ferentȱcommunicationȱlogic.ȱInȱanonymousȱenvironments,ȱaȱpersonȱcanȱ
introduceȱoneselfȱtoȱtheȱaudienceȱasȱbeingȱanyoneȱandȱcanȱfreelyȱexperi-
mentȱwithȱdiěerentȱsocialȱrolesȱ–ȱbothȱrealisticȱandȱfullyȱimagined,ȱevenȱ
fantastic.ȱMeanwhileȱinȱnon-anonymousȱenvironmentsȱtheȱinformationȱ
presentedȱbyȱaȱpersonȱaboutȱoneselfȱhasȱatȱleastȱpartiallyȱmeetȱtheȱrealityȱ
becauseȱtheseȱcommunicationȱplatformsȱtakeȱonȱtheȱnatureȱofȱcommunalȱ
gatheringsȱwhereȱtheirȱmembersȱusuallyȱtryȱtoȱestablishȱandȱmaintainȱ
authenticȱsocialȱrelationships,ȱthereforeȱhereȱaȱreal-lifeȱacceptedȱnormsȱ
andȱvaluesȱprevail,ȱsincerityȱandȱopennessȱbeingȱamongstȱthem.ȱThere-
fore,ȱtheȱquestionsȱinevitablyȱariseȱwhatȱpersonalȱinformationȱisȱusuallyȱ
madeȱpublicȱandȱinȱwhatȱways;ȱtoȱwhatȱextentȱtheseȱvirtualȱself-portraitsȱ
areȱauthentic;ȱandȱwhetherȱtheyȱcanȱbeȱconsideredȱasȱaȱkindȱofȱpersonalȱ
identityȱexpressions.ȱAnsweringȱthemȱunequivocallyȱisȱnotȱeasy,ȱwhichȱ
makesȱtheȱconceptualizationȱofȱidentityȱinȱcontemporaryȱsocietyȱevenȱ
moreȱdiĜcult.ȱHence,ȱwhenȱdiscussingȱidentityȱformation,ȱitȱbecomesȱ
fashionableȱtheseȱdaysȱtoȱuseȱtheȱconceptȱofȱmultipleȱidentities:ȱpersonȱ
becomesȱtreatedȱasȱhavingȱnoȱessential,ȱcontinuousȱandȱrelativelyȱstableȱ
identityȱ–ȱitȱbecomesȱaȱvariable,ȱĚexiblyȱadaptingȱtoȱspecięcȱsocialȱsitu-
ations.ȱOthersȱstillȱoěerȱtoȱconceptualizeȱpersonalȱidentityȱasȱcompris-
ingȱofȱaȱcore,ȱwhichȱisȱratherȱstableȱsubstanceȱresistantȱtoȱchange,ȱandȱ
aȱnumberȱofȱmobileȱpersonalȱidentitiesȱthatȱrelateȱtoȱthoseȱaspectsȱofȱ
personalityȱthatȱareȱeasilyȱrefusedȱunderȱchangingȱcircumstances,ȱwhenȱ
itȱbecomesȱmoreȱinterestingȱorȱmoreȱproętableȱtoȱbeȱsomeoneȱelse.ȱButȱ
hereȱitȱisȱworthȱstoppingȱandȱconsideringȱonceȱagainȱif,ȱinȱprincipal,ȱ
identityȱmayȱhaveȱsomethingȱtoȱdoȱwithȱaccidental?ȱHow,ȱinȱsuchȱcase,ȱ
mobileȱidentitiesȱdiěerȱfromȱsocialȱrolesȱwhichȱanȱindividualȱreallyȱtakesȱ
moreȱorȱlessȱconsciously?ȱ
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SUMMARY

Thereȱisȱnoȱdoubtȱthatȱpeopleȱlivingȱinȱtheȱmodernȱworldȱareȱfacingȱ
moreȱdiĜcultiesȱconsistentlyȱaligningȱtheirȱdiěerentȱexperienceȱintoȱoneȱ
whole,ȱifȱonlyȱbecauseȱtheyȱhaveȱmuchȱbroaderȱspectrumȱofȱpossibleȱlifeȱ
stylesȱandȱprojectsȱtoȱchooseȱfrom.ȱButȱthisȱisȱhardlyȱaȱsuĜcientȱbasisȱtoȱ
talkȱaboutȱpersonalȱidentityȱasȱifȱitȱwasȱanȱamalgamationȱofȱunrelatedȱ
selves:ȱweȱcanȱtalkȱaboutȱtheȱvariousȱmanifestationsȱofȱtheȱindividualȱ
self,ȱbutȱnotȱaboutȱhis/herȱmultipleȱidentities.ȱTherefore,ȱaȱradicallyȱnewȱ
conceptualizationȱofȱidentityȱnotionȱisȱneeded.

Identityȱisȱanȱongoingȱprocess,ȱbecauseȱitȱrenewsȱitselfȱinȱeveryȱ
ȱsituationȱofȱsocialȱinteraction.ȱTheȱfactȱthatȱself-perceptionȱisȱevolvingȱ
andȱchangingȱbyȱnoȱmeansȱentailsȱthatȱitȱisȱboundȱtoȱloseȱintegrity,ȱ
coherence.ȱToȱemployȱanȱanalogyȱwithȱtheȱphysicalȱbody,ȱwhichȱisȱalsoȱ
visiblyȱchangingȱoverȱtheȱyearsȱwhileȱmovingȱthroughȱtheȱstagesȱofȱ
growth,ȱdevelopmentȱandȱagingȱandȱisȱnonethelessȱperceivedȱasȱtheȱsameȱ
body,ȱweȱcanȱseeȱthatȱchangeȱdoesȱnotȱnecessarilyȱmeanȱfragmentationȱorȱ
dispersingȱasȱitȱcanȱorganicallyȱembraceȱtheȱwholeȱentity.ȱItȱisȱmeaningfulȱ
toȱconceptualizeȱpersonalȱidentityȱasȱcontinuingȱaggregationȱofȱdiěerentȱ
personalityȱfacetsȱasȱwellȱasȱtheirȱassociatedȱmeanings,ȱobligationsȱandȱ
expectationsȱintoȱaȱcoherentȱentity,ȱasȱaȱprocessȱofȱinternalȱintegrationȱofȱ
diěerentȱidentities,ȱratherȱthanȱasȱaȱresultȱofȱthisȱprocess.ȱHowever,ȱthereȱ
remainsȱtheȱquestionȱofȱwhatȱenablesȱtheȱconsolidationȱofȱevenȱconĚict-
ingȱidentitiesȱintoȱanȱorganicȱentity,ȱwhatȱisȱtheȱorganizingȱprincipleȱ
ofȱtheȱconstantȱprocessȱofȱidentityȱcreation?ȱTheseȱareȱtheȱfundamentalȱ
humanȱvaluesȱsinceȱtheyȱfacilitateȱconsolidationȱofȱdiěerent,ȱevenȱcon-
Ěicting,ȱidentitiesȱintoȱanȱorganicȱentity.ȱValuesȱassureȱtheȱunięedȱsenseȱ
ofȱpersonalȱidentityȱdetachedȱfromȱspecięcȱlifeȱsituationsȱandȱvolatileȱ
behaviors.ȱTheseȱvalues,ȱinȱtheirȱturn,ȱareȱexpressedȱandȱembodiedȱinȱ
specięcȱsituationsȱthroughȱtheȱidentitiesȱrisingȱfromȱvariousȱaĜliationsȱtoȱ
socialȱrolesȱandȱgroups.ȱHenceȱtheȱrelationshipȱbetweenȱpersonalȱidentityȱ
andȱfundamentalȱvaluesȱisȱmutual.

Onceȱtreatingȱvaluesȱasȱaȱnucleusȱofȱself,ȱweȱcanȱunderstandȱself-per-
ceptionȱandȱperformanceȱmodelsȱofȱaȱpersonȱasȱaȱmemberȱofȱcertainȱ
socialȱgroupsȱwithoutȱdepreciatingȱone’sȱuniquenessȱandȱimportance:ȱ
evenȱthoughȱallȱmembersȱofȱaȱparticularȱsocialȱgroupȱcanȱbeȱpredisposedȱ
toȱprioritizeȱcertainȱvalues,ȱtheirȱconęgurationȱofȱself-perceptionȱrelevantȱ
valuesȱandȱidentitiesȱcanȱbeȱveryȱdistinctȱsinceȱsocialȱcharacteristicsȱofȱaȱ



ūůŪ

personȱdoȱnotȱstrictlyȱdetermineȱone’sȱvalueȱsystem.ȱThus,ȱbothȱperson-
alȱidentityȱandȱitsȱfoundingȱbasicȱvaluesȱareȱaȱȱcomplexȱcombinationȱofȱ
individualityȱandȱsociability.ȱHowever,ȱitȱshouldȱbeȱnotedȱthatȱtheȱvirtualȱ
environmentȱisȱevenȱmoreȱfavorableȱthanȱtraditionalȱcommunicationȱ
spacesȱforȱtheȱadvanceȱofȱpersonalȱidentityȱgroundedȱinȱvalues,ȱsinceȱhereȱ
identityȱisȱmoreȱeasilyȱliberatedȱfromȱtheȱconstraintsȱofȱsocialȱrolesȱthatȱaȱ
personȱperceivesȱasȱaccidentalȱorȱundesirable.

Theȱproposedȱconceptualizationȱofȱidentityȱasȱaȱpermanentȱprocessȱ
ofȱself-aĜrmationȱthroughȱinternalizedȱvaluesȱallowsȱtoȱreconcileȱtwoȱ
contradictoryȱtheories:ȱaȱlong-existingȱconceptȱofȱaȱhomogeneousȱidentityȱ
(thatȱsocialȱtheoryȱtendsȱtoȱrefuseȱasȱlosingȱitsȱrelevanceȱforȱtheȱreali-
tiesȱofȱdynamicȱmodernȱsociety)ȱandȱincreasinglyȱdominatingȱconceptȱ
ofȱmultiple,ȱfragmentedȱidentityȱ(thatȱrelatesȱidentityȱtooȱcloselyȱwithȱ
specięcȱȱsituationsȱofȱinterpersonalȱinteractionsȱandȱthusȱfacesȱchallengesȱ
whenȱtryingȱtoȱexplainȱhowȱtheseȱidentitiesȱcoexistȱwithȱeachȱotherȱinȱoneȱ
personȱandȱoneȱbody).ȱLinkingȱtheȱconceptȱofȱpersonalȱidentityȱwithȱtheȱ
structureȱofȱbasicȱpersonalȱvaluesȱallowsȱtoȱexplainȱhowȱdiěerentȱsocialȱ
rolesȱconductedȱbyȱanȱindividualȱorȱpersonagesȱplayedȱinȱvirtualȱspaceȱasȱ
wellȱasȱotherȱidentitiesȱconnectȱtoȱeachȱotherȱinȱoneȱhuman.ȱTheȱconceptȱ
ofȱidentityȱasȱanȱendlessȱprocessȱofȱself-aĜrmationȱthroughȱvalues,ȱfor-
mulatedȱinȱthisȱmonograph,ȱallowsȱusȱtoȱrespondȱtoȱtheȱchallengesȱposedȱ
byȱtheȱcontemporaryȱfragmentingȱworldȱwithoutȱlosingȱtheȱessentialȱ
aspectȱofȱidentityȱ–ȱanȱinnerȱcoherenceȱtoȱoneself.

Itȱseemsȱthatȱtheȱworldȱhasȱchangedȱnotȱsoȱmuch,ȱbutȱtheȱrapidȱex-
pansionȱofȱnewȱinformationȱtechnologyȱhasȱcreatedȱentirelyȱnewȱspacesȱ
andȱformsȱofȱsociabilityȱthatȱrequireȱsocialȱresearchersȱtoȱrethinkȱtheȱbasicȱ
conceptsȱofȱsocialȱsciences,ȱandȱnotȱonlyȱthatȱofȱidentityȱorȱcommunity,ȱ
butȱalsoȱofȱpublicity,ȱprivacy,ȱintimacyȱandȱsimilar.ȱTechnologyȱisȱnotȱ
anȱindependentȱdeterminantȱofȱsocialȱsituationsȱasȱitȱisȱrootedȱinȱtheseȱ
situationsȱ–ȱtherefore,ȱoneȱmightȱsayȱthatȱeveryȱtechnologyȱisȱsocializedȱ
(Crangȱetȱal.ȱūųųū).ȱThus,ȱinȱtheȱvirtualȱworld,ȱasȱinȱothers,ȱpeopleȱstriveȱ
toȱfulęllȱoneȱofȱtheirȱbasicȱneedsȱ–ȱtoȱbuildȱmeaningfulȱinterpersonalȱ
relationships,ȱemotionallyȱrichȱrelationships,ȱtoȱfosterȱauthenticity,ȱtoȱ
establishȱtheirȱidentityȱthroughȱcommunionȱwithȱotherȱpeople.ȱTheȱreal-
izationȱofȱthisȱendeavorȱisȱsomewhatȱhinderedȱbyȱtheȱphysicalȱdistanceȱ
betweenȱtheȱfellows,ȱprecludingȱtheȱexperienceȱofȱtheȱspiritȱofȱanȱimme-
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diateȱofȱcommunication,ȱasȱwellȱasȱtheȱfragmentationȱandȱuncertaintyȱofȱ
theȱrelationship.ȱThisȱleadsȱtoȱsuchȱformsȱofȱsocialityȱbeingȱseenȱmoreȱasȱ
aȱtemporaryȱexperienceȱofȱȱcommunionȱthanȱasȱauthenticȱcommunality.ȱ
Doubtlessly,ȱnoȱcommunityȱhasȱeverȱbeenȱorȱisȱidealȱ–ȱneitherȱprimitiveȱ
norȱpostmodern:ȱeachȱofȱthemȱfacesȱtheirȱownȱproblemsȱandȱneedsȱtoȱ
solveȱthem.ȱTherefore,ȱitȱwouldȱbeȱperverseȱtoȱexpectȱvirtualȱcommuni-
tiesȱtoȱmeetȱaȱcertainȱstandardȱofȱperfectȱhumanȱcoexistence.ȱHowever,ȱ
theȱrealȱandȱfundamentalȱproblemȱwithȱmostȱvirtualȱgatheringsȱisȱthatȱ
theyȱfocusȱexclusivelyȱonȱtheȱneeds,ȱinterests,ȱexperiencesȱofȱindividualȱ
usersȱwithoutȱęnding,ȱorȱevenȱseeking,ȱaȱmoreȱsustainableȱapproachȱ
toȱjoiningȱthemȱtogether,ȱandȱthusȱnotȱevolvingȱintoȱaȱnewȱcommunalȱ
quality.ȱInȱorderȱforȱtheȱdigitalȱcommunityȱtoȱhaveȱaȱmoreȱsustainableȱ
prospect,ȱitȱneedsȱtoȱbuildȱaȱstrongerȱfoundationȱbasedȱonȱitsȱmembers'ȱ
commonȱvalues,ȱbeliefsȱandȱworldviews.ȱMoreover,ȱasȱtheȱbioethicsȱ
expertȱErichȱH.ȱLoewyȱpointsȱout,ȱ“inȱtrueȱcommunitiesȱmembersȱshareȱaȱ
commonȱbeliefȱinȱcommunityȱitselfȱasȱaȱunitingȱvalue”ȱ(Loewyȱūųųŭ:ȱŬŭŮ).ȱ
Onlyȱthisȱkindȱofȱbeliefȱcouldȱfosterȱtheȱfeelingȱofȱmembersȱofȱtheȱdigitalȱ
publicȱthatȱtheyȱareȱnotȱjustȱaȱgroupȱofȱpeopleȱmeetingȱrandomlyȱinȱtheȱ
realmsȱofȱtheȱvirtualȱworld,ȱbutȱratherȱengagingȱinȱdeeperȱconnectionsȱ
and,ȱmostȱimportantly,ȱwouldȱhelpȱthemȱtoȱunderstandȱthemselvesȱasȱaȱ
community.ȱIfȱaȱcommunityȱasȱsuchȱisȱnotȱtheȱvalue,ȱtheȱduty,ȱandȱtheȱ
purposeȱofȱeveryȱit’sȱmember,ȱitȱhasȱnoȱvitality.


