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SUMMARY

Toiorientioneselfiinibothitheiphysicaliandisocialiworld,iweineedicertaing
referenceipoints,iguidelinesithatihel piusitoipositionioneselfiandiours
movementsiinirelationitoitheisurroundingienvironmenti—iwithoutisuchg
guidelinesiourisurvivaliwouldisimplyibeliimpossible.iForiinstance,itoiso
provediexperimentallyithatthumanibeingicannotibearithesabsoluteisilences
eveniforianthourisinceitheseliminationiofisensorialilandmarksimakesi
balancingiandimaneuveringiextremelyidiGcult,iwhichicausesthugeistresso
forthumanibodyileadingievenitothallucinationsiandipaniciaJacks.iWhilej
ittisinottknowniexactlyiwhyisoundiisisolimportantiforiself-localization,
whatiprocessesioccuriinithethumanibodyiwhenithisilandmarkoisolost,ito
isinotiinidoubtithatiitiisiveryisigniecant.oSimilarly ginicompleteidarkness,
withinoireferenceipointsitoihelpidetermineitheirienvironmentaliposition,
peopledloseitheirisenseiofithestrajectoryiofimovementi-ithinkingithatitheys
areigoingistraight,itheytarejactuallyimovinginicircles.i8cientistsstillidod
notihavedaicleariansweriasitoiwhyithistisihappening,tbutiagreeioniones
thing:thumaniorientationdinispacetrequiresicertainireferenceipointsithats
allowithemitoiconstantlyi'recalibrate'iasitheyimove.iSuppose,inianiopens
oceanithatthasinoilandmarksiperceivableibytathuman,ionejusesicelestiald
bodiesbasthisiguidesibecauseiwithoutithemiaipersonirisksitoilooseiaise nsed
ofiplaceiandinotitoireachitheienalidestination.
Sincethumanibeingjistaisocialtanimal,isimilariguidelinesiareineed-
editoismoothlyimaneuveriinitheisocialienvironmentiasiwell.;Theyoare
relateditoisuchiquestionsiasiwhoiliamifromimysowniperspective,ifromithes
perspectiveiofithoseiaroundimeiandimyicommunityimembers,iwhatiiso
myoroledinitheicommunity bandisoion.tAniimportantipointiofireferenceifors
person’sibeingiandiactingiinitheisocialiworldiisthisiortheriidentityiwhicho
helpsioneitoiassessiownilocationiwithiregarditoiotherimembersiofione’so
communitytasiwelliasitoiothericommunities,itoisetioutigoals,itoichoosed



theidirectiontandipaJerniofiaction,fetc.iEvenithoughiitiremainsiunclearo
howiidentityfag&ectsihumaniaJitudes idailyiroutines,iandifundamentals
lifeichoices,itstimportancedisinotiquestioned.iMoreover,ithelimportances
ofiidentitydasitheibasisiforiperceivingioneselfiandisurroundingienviron-
mentiincreasestincrediblydinitheicontemporaryiworldiofirapidichange,i
whereiotheripreviouslyisigniecantireferenceipointsiloseitheiriimportances
oridisappearialtogether.
Recentlyithereihasibeenimuchidebateiaboutiwhetherithesinternet,jing
creatinginewiformsioficommunicationiandiculture,ibecomesiaipowerfuli
tooliinitheiformationiofiindividualiidentity.iThedinternetiistimportantinoto
onlydastainewichanneliofisocializationithatiallowsipeopleitoicommuni-
catefthosetwhoiotherwiseiwouldibeiunreachablei(whiletatitheisameotimeo
wideningitheiexperienceiofisocialivariety),ibutialsosasianiexcellentinews
spacetforiinteraction,iwheretformediidentitydisisupportediandire-created.o
Itiseemsithatielectronicicommunicationicreatesiainewidimensioniofiper-
sonaliidentity.oltisithisithatiencouragediainewiwaveiofiidentityoanalysiso
inisociologicaliresearchiinitheilateilUUthicentury.iOneicaniconedentlyisayb
thatiwedlivedinitheisocietyoundergoingisubstantialiculturalichangesiing
whichicomputeritechnologythasibecomeipartiofieverydayilife,tbutitheres
iststillolackiofistandards,inormsiandirulesiofihowitoiuseithem.ilniothers
words,ithetcultureiofiinterpersonalicommunicationtinitheinewiplatformso
stilloistatiitsiembryonicistage.iTheipresentistudydraisesiquestionsiwhato
istinterpersonalicommunication,iwheniitiisiaccomplishedithroughithes
digitaliomassimedia?iHowidoesiitiaéectitheiself-awarenessiandiself-pres-
entationioficommunicationiparticipants?06Andoareitheiusersiofimoderni
communicationitechnologyisuGcientlybawareiofitheicommunications
featuresiwhenicompareditoithestraditionaliinterpersonalicommunication?
Aimuch-debatediquestioniinisociologicaliandipsychologicaliliteratures
isiwhetherithelexperienceiofivirtualicommunicationicreatesiainewiquality?
inithedprocessiofiidentityiformationiandiwhetherivirtualigroupsiandicom-
munitiesicanibecomedaisourceiofiidentityiforiitsimembers.iTheseidiscus-
sionsiemphasizeithetiimportanceiofiindividualichoice.iAsiisiobserved,ithei
Internet,ounliketearlieromodesioficommunication,idoesinotiprovideipeoples
withoaicleartpath,ibutiinsteadirequiresiaicertainidimensioniofiperson-
alichoicefandicreativity.iTherefore,itheilnternetiisiopenitoitheiconstants
restructuringiofiinformationiandinewisymboliciimplications.iAtitheisames
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time,fitdprovidesiusersiwithitheiabilityitotappeariandidisappeariini@num-
beriofispaces,itimes,isocialiroles,icharacters,jetc.iThereiniliesithedissuei—i
howidoesioneimanageinotitoiloseioneselfiinithisiabundanceiofichoices?o

Althoughitheiconceptiofipersonaliidentitydisiconsiderediasioneiofithes
mostisigniecanti'discoveries'iinisocialisciences,itthasineveribeeniclearlys
deened.iCommonly,jidentitydisiassociatediwithicertainiself-concept,ior
self-understanding.iHowever lidentityicreationineverthappensiinisocialo
isolation.iRather ithisiprocessiisimulti-layered:tidentityiestablishesiasi
self-understandingiwhichidevelopstintbhumaniinteractionsitakingiplaced
intthetcontextioficertainisocialistructuresiandiculturalinorms.iDuringithes
lasticentury’sigradualiliberalizationiofisocialistructures,jaipersoniacquires
moretandimorejopportunitiesitoiescapeifromitheiriclutchesianditoidecided
uponiownifate;iconsequently,itheicomponentioficommunalirelationsiofi
thedidentityiconceptilossestiniimport,imeanwhileitheifocusionsindividual
self-determinationiisistrengthening.iThus,ipersonaliidentitydisiincreasing-
lyoperceivedinotiasipredeenedibyigivenisocialistructure,jandiinithisisensed
almostiinborn,ibutiasiemergingiduringitheiprocessiofipersonalityimatura-
tionithroughiimportantipersonalichoices.

Inithedsocietyiofirapidichanges,iglobalizationiandinetworkingitra-
ditionalisignsiforiidentityidevelopmentigraduallyidisappear.iMoreover,
networkedicommunicationicreatesinewity pesioficommunicationispaces,
whereipeopleicaninewlyicreatejiandistrengthenitheiriexistingiidentities
throughiinterpersonaliinteraction.iTheipresentistudysaddressesithe
guestioniwhatiisithelimpactiofifundamentallyichangingiwaysioficommu-
nication,jitsidepth,icontent,iscopetandimeansionipersonalise lf-awareness.o
Participationdinivirtualigroupsibecomestincreasinglytwidespreadiamongp
modernipublicsiworldwideiandioftenitakeniforigranted,iwhichileavesoitso
imprintiinovariousispheresiofihumanilife:istartingifromoprivatetandimosto
intimatesrelationships,ileisureipursuits,ibusinessicommunicationiwitho
thetcustomers,idistantieducation,iscienceianditechnologyigroups.iAtithe
sameicommunicationdinivirtualinetworksisibecomingiaipowerfulitooliofi
identityoformationsandibrightlyilitiscenedofiself-presentationitoiothers.o
Presentingioneselfitojothersi-ithroughiappearance,iclothing,icommunica-
tionostylelandisoioni-talwaysiuseditoibejaniimportantielementiofiidentityo
formationjiandimaintenancetbutimodernielectronicitechnologiesiprovides
ittandunprecedentediscale.o



SUMMARY

Itiseemsithatitheidisseminationiofipersonalidatadisitheinewivalued
inicontemporaryisociety basipeopletonisocialinetworksicomeitogetherg
exactlystoishareitheiriinformationiwithitheiwidestirangeiofipeople.iOnes
candarguelifiitisigoodioribad;itheiconsequencesi(advantagesiandidisad-
vantages,inormsiandivalues)iofinowadaysifashionableicommunicationging
socialinetworksiwillibecometexplicitionlyiafteriaifewidecadesiwhenithet
generationiofiit'simostiardentifollowers,icurrentiteenagers,iwillimatured
andiliveithroughitheirilives.0However jiticanialreadyibeistatedithatithisoiso
notijustianotherialternativeimeansiofithumanicommunication fasiitiisiquites
oftenibelievediwithoutideeperithoughtiaboutitheomotivesithatileadipeoples
toispreaditheidetailsiofitheirilifeiforitens,shundredsiorievenithousandsiofo
'friends'iwithiwhomitheyohaveinoipossibilityitoimaintainiconsistenticom-
municationdinorealolife.oVirtualisocialinetworksoaretaifundamentallyinews
typetoficommunicationiplatform,iwhereimassiandiinterpersonalicom-
municationibecomedintricatelyointertwined.iOnitheionethand,icommuni-
cationibecomesidisconnectedifromitheicontext:itheimobilityiofitheinewo
meansioficommunicationsideterminesithatiprivateiconversationsicaniando
doitakeiplacesinipublicispaces.iOnitheiotherihand,itheyienableipersonali
interactionsiamongitheimembersiofigroupsiofipreviouslyiunimaginabled
size,owhichiblursithedlinetbetweenipubliciandiprivateicommunication.

Asiairesult,itheiconceptiofiidentityibecomesievenimoreiproblematic.o
Inithedtraditionaliconceptioniofiidentity,ithetkeytelementiisiperson's
awarenessithatiatitheisightiofiongoingisigniecantichangesiinione’s
physicaliandisocialienvironmentiperson'siidentitysisinotidisruptediors
terminated;irather bidentityoisievolvingoasiitiisianiintegraliandicontinuousd
awarenessiofiself.(However irecentlyithetideaiofifragmentedioridecentral-
izedtidentitytemergesiasiairesponseitostheirealityiofirapidisocialichanges.o
Accordingitoiit,;aiperson,iwhoipreviouslyiconceivedioneselfiasihavingia
coherentiandistabletidentity,ibeginsitoifeelidispersediamongidiéerentiso-
cialirealities,owithinotioneibutiseveraliidentitiesithatisometimesiareshardlyo
compatibleiwithieachiother.iltiisiarguedithatiself-identiecation,ithroughi
whichiaipersontassociatesihimselfiwithiaicertainiculturalienvironmenti
becomesiincreasinglyiuncertain,iEexibleiandiproblematiciprocess,iands
identityibecomestaivariable,iEexiblyiadaptingitoispeciecisocialisitua-
tions.tAipostmodernipersoniisiconceptualizediasihavinginoiessential, i
continuoustandirelativelyistablejidentity:jatidi€erentitimes,jinidiéerentd
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situations,iperformingidiéerentisocialirolesiaipersoniisi'wearing'idi€erents
identitiesiwhichiareinotimergedointotaisingletidentity.iTheseidi&erents
andisometimesiconEictingiidentitiesipulliaipersoniinidi@erentidirections,
whichimakesitheiself-identiecationiprocessiinconsistent.iTheibeliefienters
intotforceithatiaiunieediidentitysisionlytandillusionithatistemsifromithed
desireiofiaipersonitoicreatesaireasonableiandiappropriateiself-narrative.
Thedrecentlyiheatediacademicidiscussionsioverithefissueiofipersonali
identity litsiessencetandidevelopmentileaditoioneiobviousiconclusion:ielec-
tronicicommunicationienvironmentiisifundamentallyichangingithejaware-
nesstofitheicontextiofiinterpersonalicommunicationiandithereforeiencourageso
peopleitoiseekiforitheinewiwaysiofimanagingiself-presentationsiandshan-
dlingione’sipersonaliinformation iwhichiforcesisocialiresearchesitoilookifors
newiconceptualizationsiofiidentity,ibe JerireEectingitheidiversityioficontem-
poraryiworld ipeople'simobilityi(bothigeographicaliandisocial andoaspira-
tiontforitheifreedomiofipersonalichoiceiformedibyiindividualisticiculture.
Whenispeakingiofipersonaltidentity iitiistinevitableitojalsoiraised
theiquestionioficommunityisincetindividualiidentitiesiareiermlysrootedo
initheicommunaliidentities.olnitheiworldiofiadvancedicommunicationd
technologies,itheinatureiofitheicommunitysisichanging:iqualitativelyinewd
spacesiofisociabilityiareibeingicreated,ivwhoselimportancelinicommunica-
tion,icreatingione’sipubliciimageiandipresentingjititosaivwidesaudiencediso
constantlydincreasing.tNewicommunicationitechnologiesiareicreatinginewo
waysioftinterpersonalicommunicationtand,iatitheisamedtime,jainewiformi
ofico-existence,itheiso-calledi'virtualicommunity' ,iwhereitheidimensionioft
territorialoproximitydlosesiitstimportanceiasitheicommoniinterests,ibeliefs,i
worldviewsbiandivaluesibecomeimoreicrucial.iProbablyinoioneiquestionss
nowadaysithatovirtualispaceicanibecomeoanialternatived'place'iwheres
variousiformsioficommunaliactivitiesirisetandiareisupported.iTechnologi-
caltinnovationienablesisocialirelationshipsitoibeitransferreditoitheivirtualo
space,ihelpingitoimaintainicloseirelationshipsiwithigeographicallyidistanto
buttimportantipeople,iandialsoiforgingicompletelyinewirelationshipsithat
wouldiotherwiseinotibeipossible.iButithereiremainidoubtsiasitoiwhethers
thist'networked'icommunalityicanibeigraspediandiconsideredibyianalogy?
withithedcommunalispiritiinitheitraditionalisense,iwhichibasesiitselfions
directiinterpersonalirelationshipsiandiisiterritoriallyideened iwithicom-
munitytmembersisharingi@icommoniculturaloheritage.



SUMMARY

Theretareithoseiwhotargueithatidigitizedilocalisocialinetworksicang
properlyiservesforitheisakeiofimaintainingialreadyoexistingicommunityd
identities:tbytenrichingidirecticontactsioficommunityimembersiwitho
virtualicommunicationiexperience,itheicommunityifeelsimoreifocuseds
andiinisolidarity.cOnitheiotheriside,itheresareithoseiwhoibelieveithat
ephemeralivirtualicommunicationienvironmentiposesisigniecantiob-
staclesitoobuildiandimaintainitheispiritioficonedencetandimutualstrustd
amongipeople,iwhichiisitheibasisiforitheiformationiofianyicommunity.olto
isiexactlyithedlackiofitrustivwhichiisirecognizediasitheimajorireasoniforithes
decreasingispiritiofitraditionalicommunity.iSpecialiaJentionsisidrawnitos
thedfactithatithetincreasinginumbersiofinarcissisticipersonalitiesiuseisociald
networksitoimaintainitheiriegoifed,itojexposeitheirilivesiandinotitoisustaing
theicommunalispiritioficooperation,janditheseipeopledareithoseiwhoifash-
ionithedculturejofionlineicommunication.o

Sothowithefsocialinetworksithatiareise Jingiupiinicyberspaceishoulds
beitreated:iasiainewiformioficommunalilife,imoresresponsiveiforithe
challengesiofimoderniworld,joriratheriasinetworkedipublics,iasicertaing
platformiforimasspersonalicommunication?iOneicannotidenyitheifactithato
socialinetworkingiplatformsiareiusedibyimanydpeopleiforisharingirele-
vantiinformationiwithithoseilivingoinitheineighborhoodioriforimaintain-
ingiclosetrelationshipsiwithifamilyimembersiandifriends,iwhichimeansi
thatitheretareisometapparentiexpressionsioficommunalispiritiinitheses
networks.0However jitlisinecessarystoitakesintolaccountitheiresearchidatas
thatishowiitiisinotithetlnternetithatiencouragesipeoplestoiorganizesthems-
selvesiintoicommunitiesibutitheicontrary:ipeoplesactivelyiinvolvediinithed
lifedofitraditionalicommunitiesiandohap pyiaboutiitiareimoresinclineditod
useothedlnternetiforicommunicationiwithiotherimembersiofitheicommu-
nities.olndorderoforiaivirtualicommunityotoolast,iaiconsistentiinvolvemento
oficommunityimembersiisirequired jaicertainiinterestiandimotivationithato
springiofivaluesiandiaspirationsiofipeopleigatheringiinitheivirtualispace.o
Withoutithem,itheseigatheringsiwillibeishort-lived,;andicommunicationi—
superecial.oltiisithereforeiimportantithatineitherilnternetiusersinorisocialo
observersioverestimateitheipotentialioficommunitysinicyberspace.

Overithespasticoupleiofidecadesitheicontinuousigrowthiofilnter-
netipenetrationihasialreadyireacheditheimassiveileveliinitermsiofibotho
theopublicianditheidomesticisector fatileastiinithe)Westerniworld,inews
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channelsiandidisseminationiofiinformationsandiinterpersonalicommu-
nicationtaretenteringliniforce.iNewispacesiofisociabilitytareise Jingiups
whoseisigniecanceiforitheimaintenanceiofiinterpersonalirelations,iford
theiformationiofitheipubliciimageiofitheipersoniandiforithejpromotioniofi
self-presentationitoiwidetpublicsiisigraduallysincreasing.iWhenotry-
ingitoiunderstandithisisigniecance,jaiclearidistinctionishouldibeimades
betweeniself-presentationiinianonymousbiandinon-anonymousilnternets
environmentsibecauseipersonalipresenceiandiperformancedinitheses
environmentsiisiinEuencedibyifundamentallyidi&erentireasonsiandidif-
ferenticommunicationilogic.ilntanonymousienvironments,jajpersonicang
introduceioneselfitoithejaudiencedasibeingianyoneiandicanifreelyiexperi-
mentiwithidiéerentisocialirolesi-ibothirealisticiandifullytimagined,ieveno
fantastic.iMeanwhilelininon-anonymousienvironmentsoithesinformationo
presentedibyiaipersoniaboutioneselfihasiatileastipartiallyimeetitheirealityo
becauseitheseicommunicationiplatformsitakejonitheinatureioficommunal
gatheringsiwhereitheirimembersiusuallyitryotoiestablishiandimaintaing
authenticisocialirelationships,ithereforetheretaireal-lifeiacceptedinormss
andovaluesiprevail,isincerityjandiopennessibeingiamongstithem.iThere-
fore,itheiquestionsiinevitablydarise whatipersonaliinformationdisiusuallyo
madedpubliciandiiniwhatiways;itoiwhatiextentitheseivirtualiself-portraitsy
arefauthentic;jandiwhetheritheyicanibeiconsiderediasialkindiofipersonal
identityiexpressions.t/Answeringithemiunequivocallytisinotieasy,iwhicho
makesitheiconceptualizationiofiidentityiinicontemporaryisocietyieveni
moreidiGcult.iHence, iwhenidiscussingiidentityiformation,jitibecomess
fashionablestheseidaysitoiuseitheiconceptiofimultipledidentities:ipersono
becomesitreatediasthavinginoiessential icontinuoustandirelativelyistabled
identityi-dittbecomesiaivariable,iEexiblytadaptingitoispeciecisocialisitu-
ations.oOthersistillio€eritoiconceptualizeipersonaliidentitytasicompris-
ingiofiatcore,iwhichiisiratheristableisubstanceiresistantitoichange,jando
ailnumberiofimobileipersonaliidentitiesithatirelateitoithosetaspectsiofi
personalityithatiarejeasilyirefusediunderichangingicircumstances,iwheno
itibecomesimoredinterestingiorimoreiproetableitoibeisomeoneielse.iButd
hereditiisiworthistoppingiandiconsideringioncetagainiif,siniprincipal,
identityimayohaveisomethingitoidoiwithiaccidental ?0How,jintsuchicase,
mobiledidentitiesidiéerifromisocialirolesiwhichoandiindividualireallyitakeso
moredorilessiconsciously?o



SUMMARY

Theredisinoidoubtithatipeopledlivingiinitheiomoderniworldoareifacingo
moreidiGcultiesiconsistentlybaligningitheiridi&erentiexperiencejintoioned
whole,jifionlytbecauseitheyihaveimuchibroaderispectrumiofipossibledlifes
stylestandiprojectsitoichooseifrom.iButithisiisihardlyiaisuGcientibasisitod
talkiaboutipersonaliidentitysasiifiitiwasianiamalgamationiofiunrelatedo
selves:iweicanitalkiaboutitheivariousimanifestationsiofithesindividual
self dbutinotiaboutihis/herimultipleiidentities.iTherefore, jairadicallyinews
conceptualizationiofiidentityinotiondisineeded.

Identitydisiantongoingiprocess,ibecauseditirenewsiitse Ifiinieveryo
situationdofisociallinteraction.iThetfactithatiself-perceptiondisievolvingo
andichangingibyinoimeansientailsithatiitiisstbounditotlosedintegrity,i
coherence.iTolemployoanianalogyowithitheiphysicalibody,iwhichiisialso
visiblyichangingioverithetyearsiwhileimovingithroughitheistagesioft
growth,idevelopmentiandiagingiandiisinonethelessiperceivediasitheisames
body ,iweicaniseeithatichangeidoesinotinecessarilyimeanifragmentationiors
dispersingoasiiticaniorganicallyiembraceitheiwholedentity.ilttissimeaningfulo
toiconceptualizeipersonaliidentityiasicontinuingiaggregationiofidi&erento
personalityifacetsiasiwelliasitheiriassociatedimeanings,iobligationsiandd
expectationsiintojaicoherentientity,jasiadprocessiofiinternaliintegrationiofi
diéerentiidentities,iratherithaniasiairesultiofithisiprocess.oHowever,ithered
remainsitheiquestioniofiwhatienablesitheiconsolidationiofieveniconEict-
ingiidentitiestintodaniorganicientity,iwhatiisitheiorganizingiprinciples
ofitheiconstantiprocessiofiidentityicreation?iThesedareitheifundamentali
humanivaluesisinceitheyifacilitateiconsolidationiofidi€erent,ievenicon-
Eicting,didentitiesiintolaniorganicientity.iValuesiassureitheiunieedisenses
oftpersonaliidentityidetachedifromispeciecilifeisituationsiandivolatile
behaviors.iTheseivalues,jinitheiriturn,jareiexpressediandiembodiediing
speciecisituationsithroughithedidentitiesirisingifromivariousiaGliationsitos
socialirolestiandigroups.iHencesthesrelationshipibetweenipersonaliidentityo
andifundamentalivaluestisimutual.

Onceitreatingivaluesiasiainucleusiofiself iweicaniunderstandiself-per-
ceptioniandiperformanceimodelsiofiaipersoniasiaimemberioficertain
socialigroupsiwithoutidepreciatingione’siuniquenessiandiimportance:
evenithoughiallimembersiofiadparticularisocialigroupicanibeipredisposedi
todprioritizeicertainivalues,itheiriconegurationiofiseIf-perceptionirelevants
valuestandiidentitiesicanibeiveryidistinctisinceisocialicharacteristicsiofiad
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personidoinotistrictlyidetermineione’sivalueisystem.iThus,ibothiperson-
aliidentityoandiitsifoundingibasicivaluesiareiaicomplexicombinationiofi
individualitytandisociability.iHowever jitishouldibeinotedithatithedvirtuald
environmentiisievenimoreifavorablesthanitraditionalicommunicationo
spacesiforithetadvanceiofipersonaliidentityigroundediinivalues,isincethere
identitydisimoredeasilyiliberatedifromitheiconstraintsiofisocialirolesithatiag
personiperceivesiasiaccidentalioriundesirable.
Theiproposediconceptualizationiofiidentityiasiajpermanentiprocess
oftself-aGrmationithroughiinternalizedivaluesiallowsitoireconcileitwoi
contradictoryitheories:lallong-existingiconceptiofiathomogeneousiidentityo
(thatisocialitheoryitendsitoire fusedasilosingoitsirelevancesforitheireali-
tiesiofidynamicimodernisociety)iandiincreasinglyidominatingiconcepto
ofimultiple ifragmentediidentityi(thatirelatesiidentitystooicloselyiwithi
speciecisituationsiofiinterpersonaliinteractionsiandithusifacesichallengeso
whenitryingitoiexplainihowithesedidentitiesicoexistiwithieachiotheriiniones
personiandioneibody).iLinkingitheiconceptiofipersonaliidentityiwithithed
structureiofibasicipersonalivaluesiallowsitoiexplainihowidiéerentisociald
rolesiconductedibytaniindividualioripersonagesiplayediinivirtualispaceiasi
wellbasiothertidentitiesiconnectitoieachiotheriinioneshuman.iTheiconcepto
oftidentitytasianiendlessiprocessiofiself-aGrmationithroughivalues,ifor-
mulatediinithissimonograph,iallowsiusitoiresponditoitheichallengesiposedd
byitheticontemporaryifragmentingiworldiwithoutilosingitheiessentiald
aspectiofiidentityi~taniinnericoherenceitoioneself.
It'seemsithatithetiworldihasichangedinotisoimuch,ibutitheirapidiex-
pansioniofinewoinformationitechnologythasicreatedientirelyinewispacess
andiformsoiofisociabilityithatirequiretsocialiresearchersitoirethinkithetbasico
conceptsiofisocialisciences,iandinotionlysthatiofiidentityioricommunity,
butialsoiofipublicity,iprivacy,jintimacyéandisimilar.iTechnologyidisinoti
aniindependentideterminantiofisocialisituationsiasoitiisirootediinithesed
situationsi—itherefore, joneimightisayithatieveryitechnologysisisocializedo
(Crangoetoal .cayya).0Thus tinitheivirtualoworld astiniothers,ipeopleistrives
totfulellionetofitheiribasicineedsi-itotbuildimeaningfuliinterpersonald
relationships,semotionallyirichirelationships,itoifosteriauthenticity,itod
establishitheiriidentitytthroughicommunioniwithiotheripeople.iTheireal-
izationtofithisiendeavoriisisomewhatihinderedibyitheiphysicalidistances
betweenitheifellows,iprecludingitheiexperienceiofitheispiritiofiansimme-
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diateioficommunication,basiwelliasitheifragmentationiandiuncertaintyiofo
thesrelationship.iThisileadsitoisuchiformsiofisocialityibeingiseenimoreiasi
attemporaryiexperienceioficommunionithaniasiauthenticicommunality.o
Doubtlessly,inoicommunityohasieveribeenioriisiideali-ineitheriprimitived
noripostmodern:ieachiofithemifacesitheiriowniproblemsiandineedsitoo
solveithem.iTherefore jitiwouldibeiperverseitoiexpectivirtualicommuni-
tiesitoimeetiaicertainistandardiofiperfectthumanicoexistence.iHowever,
theirealiandifundamentaliproblemiwithimostivirtualigatheringsoisithato
theyifocusiexclusivelyionitheineeds,interests,iexperiencesioftiindividuali
usersiwithoutiending,iorieveniseeking,iaimoreisustainablejiapproacho
tojjoiningithemitogether jandithusinotievolvingiintojainewicommunal
quality.olniorderiforitheidigitalicommunityitothaveiaimoreisustainables
prospect,jitineedsitoibuildiaistrongerifoundationtbasedioniitsimembers's
commonivalues,ibeliefsiandiworldviews.iMoreover basithethioethicsi
expertiErichiH.iLoewyipointsiout,i“initrueicommunitiesimembersisharesas
commonibeliefiinicommunityiitselfiastaiunitingivalue”i(Loewyoayy:i0uU).o
Onlyithisikindiofibelieficouldifosteritheifeelingiofimembersiofitheidigitals
publicithatitheyiareinotijustiaigroupiofipeopleimeetingirandomlysinithes
realmsiofithedvirtualiworld,ibutiratheriengagingiinideepericonnectionss
and,imostiimportantly,iwouldihelpithemitoiunderstandithemselvesiasiai
community.ilfialcommunityoasisuchiisinotitheivalue,itheiduty,jandithed
purposeiofieveryiit’simember jitthasinodvitality.
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