
604

THE NOSTALGIA OF ETERNITY: TRADITIONAL INDIAN CULTURE AESTHETICS AND ART

Preface / 8
Introduction / 15

Part One. THE METAPHYSICS OF CULTURE BEAUTY AND ART / 25
The Sources of Indian Culture / 26
The Difficulties Involved in Knowing the Indian Aesthetic Phenomenon / 32
The Specific Features of the Indian Aesthetic Tradition / 44
The Problems of Sources and Periodization / 49
The Relationship of Aesthetics to Mythology, Religion, and Philosophy / 58
The Metaphysics of Beauty / 64
The Concept of Art / 68
Aesthetics versus Art / 74

Part Two. THE DISTINCTIVE NATURE OF AESTHETICS AND ART THEORY / 81
Aesthetic Treatises / 82
Treatises Dealing With the Problems of Architectural Aesthetics / 86
Treatises About the Fine Arts / 93
Patrons, Architects, and Craftsmen / 102
The Concept of the Fine Arts and the Social Status of the Artist / 110
The Principle of Hierarchy in Indian Aesthetics and Art / 114
Śilpaśāstras about the Craftsman and Artistic Creation / 122
The Canon and the Problem of Creative Freedom / 127
The Principles of Symbolical Thinking / 131
Aesthetics in the Energy Field of Kāma and Tantra / 134

Part Three. THE BEGINNINGS OF AESTHETIC THOUGHT IN ANCIENT TIMES / 147
The Formation of the Vedic Canon and Its Structure / 148
The World of Vedic Mythology / 155
The Crisis in the Vedic Worldview and the Spread of Brahman Ideology / 160
The Specific Features of Vedic Aesthetics / 162
The Aesthetic Ideas of the Upaniṣads / 165
The Aesthetic Ideals of a Generation in the Mahābhārata and the Rāmāyaṇa / 168

Part Four. THE CLASSICAL PERIOD / 175
The Main Features of Classical Culture, Aesthetic Thought, and Art / 176
An Historical Excursion Into the Sources of Budhist and Jain Aesthetics / 181
The Specific Features of Classical Aesthetics / 188
The Place of Theatrical Art in the Artistic Hierarchy of the Classical Period / 190
The Nāṭyaśāstra’s World of Aesthetic Ideas / 194
The Gītālaṃkāra and the Principles of Musical Aesthetics / 206
The Specific Features of Architectural Aesthetics During the Classical Period / 211
The Architecture and Sculpture of the Maurya Period / 218
The Rise of the Mathurā and Gandhāra Schools of Sculpture / 227
The Aesthetics and Art of the Gupta Period / 240
The Citralakṣaṇa and the Spread of Classical Aesthetics in Painting / 246
The Rise of the Monumental Painting of Ajanta / 248



605

Part Five. THE EARLY MIDDLE AGES / 273
The Distinctive Nature of Medieval Culture / 274
The Rise of the Hindu Worldview / 278
The Principles of Scholastic Aesthetics / 289
Bhāmaha and the Aesthetic Formation of the Alamkaric School / 293
Daṇḍin on the Features of Poetic Language / 298
Vāmana’s Theories About Poetic Ornaments and Style / 303
Rājaśekhara’s Challenge to the Aesthetic Tradition / 308
The Formation of Hindu Architectural and Sculptural Aesthetics / 313
The Architecture of the Early Middle Ages: The Spread of the Styles of Aihola, Chalukya, and Pahlava / 320

Part Six. THE KASHMIR RENAISSANCE AND THE LATE MIDDLE AGES / 333
Тantrism and the Kashmir School of Symbolic Poetics / 334
Ānandavardhana’s Theory of Dhvani / 338
The Synthesis of Tantric Ideas in Abhinavagupta’s Concept of Aesthetic Experience / 343
The Emphasis on Creative Powers in Mammaṭa’s Aesthetic Theory / 347
Viśvanātha’s Concept of the Nature of a Poetic Work of Art / 349
The Summation of Sanskrit Traditions of Poetics in Jagannātha’s Conception / 352
The Hindu Renaissance in Architecture and Sculpture / 355
The Spread of Tantric Aesthetic Ideals in the Temples of Khajuraho / 359
The Development of Architecture and Sculpture in Southern India: The Styles of Orissa, 
Chola, and Hoysala / 365
The Rise of Jain Architecture and Sculpture / 372
The Aesthetic Principles of Jain Miniatures / 376

Part Seven. THE PERIOD OF ISLAMIZATION / 381
The Cultural Challenges of Islamization / 382
Early Islamic Architecture / 385
The Rise of Mughal Culture / 389
The Distinctive Nature of the Mughal Architectural Tradition / 396
The Aesthetics of Islamic Calligraphy and Miniature Painting / 402
The Schools of Rajput Painting / 411
The Divergence of the Hindustānī and Carnatic (Karnataka) Traditions in Music / 419

Conclusion / 432

Summary in English / 441

Bibliography / 578

The Periodization of Indian History / 590
Glossary of Sanskrit Terms / 591
Index of Sanskrit Treatises / 599
Index of Persons / 600
Contents in French / 602
Contents in English / 604
Contents in Russian / 606


